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U.S. Suing To Block Aetna-Humana and Anthem-Cigna Mergers
The U.S. Department of Justice moved Thursday to block sweeping insurance industry acquisitions
sought by Aetna Inc. and Anthem Inc., with Attorney General Loretta Lynch criticizing the deals as
anti-competitive and being pursued "at the expense of consumers across America."

Governor’s Certificate of Need (CON) Task Force July Meeting Highlights
What was clear by the end of the meeting is that members of the Task Force have differing views on
what a CON program should and can do. What makes the CON conversation particularly challenging
is that the CON program in Connecticut oversees a myriad of health care services in the state.

Yale New Haven Health/L+M Hospital Certificate of Need Hearing, Part I
While there were countless stories of people who had received great care at both Yale and L+M
Hospitals, at the heart of the matter should be the following question: How will the potential
joining of the two institutions impact local health outcomes, pricing and access to services?

Obama, Clinton, DNC Platform are all Talking About the Public Option
It is significant that both Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton are talking about a public option.
What is a public option?
Conceived in the run up to the passage of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), it was envisioned to be
a government-based health insurance plan, similar to the Medicare program, that could be
offered as a choice in the health insurance marketplaces.

Reflections on the Ball of Confusion
Our national psyche tends to blame people for their problems. We are afraid of what we don’t
understand. We throw people away (witness the length of time people spend at Rikers Island in
the Bronx, awaiting disposition). And, our public policies have “financialized” our economy so that
everything from prisons to schools to health care are believed to work better if they are run by
for-profit enterprises and “competitive markets” are allowed to do their thing. I guess we care less
about public goods than profits.
Frances Padilla, President and CEO of Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut
Quoted in USA Today:
"They can just raise prices together," says Padilla, who calls it the "sumo wrestler theory.
It's about both large entities getting bigger and raising premiums."
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