September 16, 2016

According to a CERC (Connecticut Economic Resource Center) survey, “nearly two-thirds of Connecticut residents are concerned
about the affordability of health insurance, a jump of almost 12 percentage points in just the past year...”
Are you concerned about the affordability of health care too?
Please click the red button to answer a quick survey.

WE’D LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU.
THERE’S STILL TIME TO WEIGH IN– SURVEY CLOSES AT NOON 9/23/16.

Are the ACA Marketplaces Fixable?

ConnectiCare’s decision is a win
for consumers—or is it?

On and off exchange insurance
rates going up for 2017

Health Care Changes on
the Horizon? Let’s Hope So

Are the ACA Marketplaces Fixable?
Amidst this doom and gloom, it’s important to remember that there are still many competitive ACA
marketplaces out there. Also, a significant achievement was announced this week: the percentage of
uninsured people in the United States fell below 9% for the first time.

ConnectiCare’s decision is a win for consumers– or is it?
In case you missed it in this past week’s news, ConnectiCare was peeved that the state’s Insurance Department
decided to approve an average premium increase of only 17.4% for individual health plans in 2017.
ConnectiCare wanted an average increase of 27.1%.

On and off exchange insurance rates going up for 2017
Friday afternoon before the Labor Day weekend, the Connecticut Insurance Department (CID) released
its decisions on 2017 health insurance rate requests for individual and small group plans, on and off the
exchange (Access Health CT). Some Anthem & ConnectiCare rates needed to be recalculated, but now that
the dust has settled, CID updated it’s 2017 rate request and decisions chart.

Health Care Changes on the Horizon? Let’s Hope So
Labor Day has passed and summer is fading in the rearview mirror.
Looking at the road ahead, our state has the potential for some healthy change looming on the 2017 horizon.

“A lawyer for Insurance Commissioner Katharine L. Wade told state ethics officials Thursday that the commissioner will recuse
herself from any role in approving the acquisition of Cigna by Anthem, a deal now jeopardized by a federal anti-trust lawsuit.
“Kimberly A. Knox, the lawyer, said Wade denies having any conflict, but her role has become so politicized that she will play no
further role if the state resumes a review it suspended after the Department of Justice filed suit.”
-CT Mirror article
“Wade to withdraw from Connecticut’s Anthem-Cigna Review”
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