September 2, 2016

According to a CERC (Connecticut Economic Resource Center) survey, “nearly two-thirds of Connecticut residents are concerned
about the affordability of health insurance, a jump of almost 12 percentage points in just the past year...”

WE’D LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU.
Are you concerned about the affordability of health care too?
Please click the red button to answer a quick survey.

Affordability in the Changing
Health Care Landscape

#EpiGate: The EpiPen Scandal

The EpiPen Scandal:
Don’t Mess with Parents!

Still Waiting for Answers...

Affordability in the Changing Health Care Landscape
Angela deMello, Connecticut small business owner, testified at the August 3 public hearing opposing Anthem’s
request for a 2017 health insurance rate increase. “When rates go so high that customers simply decide they
can no longer afford the product and leave the market altogether, then it is a market failure…”

#EpiGate: The EpiPen Scandal
People are “shocked, shocked!” once again that pharmaceutical corporations are ripping off the American
people. Having an EpiPen available is not optional – it is literally a life-saver. And currently there are no other
easy-to-use alternatives to the EpiPen on the market. So, what has Mylan done, with its EpiPen monopoly? It
has raised the price of this crucial medication 400% since it purchased the product in 2007.

The EpiPen Scandal: Don’t Mess with Parents!
If it wasn’t for a grassroots movement of furious parents, we may never have heard about the EpiPen price
gouging scandal. When parents of children with severe allergies started going to pharmacies in July to
purchase their annual supply of EpiPens for the upcoming school year, they couldn’t believe how much the
price had increased. They got mad and they decided after years of price increases and growing insurance
co-pays and deductibles, they weren’t going to take it anymore.

Still Waiting for Answers...
Lawrence & Memorial Hospital (L+M), our community hospital, serves ten cities/towns in the lower tier of
New London County. Yale New Haven Health System (YNHHS), the largest, wealthiest, most powerful
health care system in the state, is trying to take over our community hospital.
They also don’t like to be challenged—they want the keys to the castle and they want them quickly.
[Blumenthal] continued: “I demand that Mylan take immediate action to lower the price of EpiPens for all Americans that rely on
this product for their health and safety.”
On Thursday, after Mylan announced plans to expand the company’s “savings card” program, rather than reduce prices for its lifesaving drug, Blumenthal called it a “PR fix.”
“This baby step should be followed by actual robust action,” Blumenthal said.
-CT NewsJunkie article
“Connecticut Senator Joins Chorus on EpiPen Price Hikes”
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