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This is the fourth in a series of blogs on possible solutions to problems faced by Affordable Care Act (ACA)    
marketplaces. 
 

Previous blogs in the series put recent doom and gloom pronouncements about the marketplaces in context, 
addressed the political challenges all possible ACA fixes face, and discussed the revival of the public option as 
one possible solution. 

Running a small business in Connecticut is rewarding and can also be challenging. Push play to hear a small 
business owner’s perspective of how health care costs and his recommendation for a solution.   
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October 14, 2016 

Trump’s debate claim on health care costs: It depends what you mean by ‘cost’ 

Health care finally came up as an issue in the second presidential debate in St. Louis Sunday night. But the 
discussion may have confused more than clarified the issue for many voters. 
 
During the brief exchange about the potential fate of the Affordable Care Act, Republican Donald 
Trump said this: “Obamacare is a disaster. You know it. We all know it. It’s going up at numbers that no-
body’s ever seen worldwide. Nobody’s ever seen numbers like this for health care.” 

“In past surveys, Blendon said, people tended to blame insurance companies or physicians. But now, he said, “people have a high 
level of concern about health care costs, and at the moment, pharma is villain number one.” 

-POLITICO Article 
“POLITICO-Harvard poll: Americans blame drug companies for rising health costs” 

The Health Care Cabinet met again, moving closer and closer to finalizing the recommendations they will send 
to the legislature in their report.  
 

There are a lot of issues and elements to the Cabinet’s impending report.  Interested in hearing the whole con-
versation?  Go to the October 11, 2016 Health Care Cabinet Meeting recording on CT-N.  
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