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Here at Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut, we hear a lot of stories from people about the cost 
and quality of their health care plans. 
 

Most of the time, people struggle with these problems in a vacuum and never get a chance to find out how 
their experience compares with others – or if anything can be done about the problems they face. 

Open enrollment on Access Health CT begins November 1, 2016 and runs until January 31, 2017. 
Yesterday we shared an article that has great information for those signing up for health insurance for 2017 
coverage: What you need to know for the 2017 Obamacare open enrollment (CT Mirror, Arielle Levin Becker, 
Oct 25, 2016). 
 

Today, we want to focus on a less-known form of discount that can really help make health care more 
affordable for qualified individuals and families: Cost Sharing Reductions (CSR). 

You May Qualify for Discounts on Health Care Costs 

October 27, 2016 

What you need to know for the 2017 Obamacare open enrollment  

If you buy health insurance on your own, or plan to, your chance to sign up for 2017 coverage starts next 
week. This year’s open enrollment period is coming after several months of turmoil for the state’s health 
insurance exchange, including the departure of two insurance companies, big price hikes and a major 
change in the availability of insurance agents and brokers who have helped many people pick health plans 
in the past. 

“How is it that there were 13 wrong site surgeries, one wrong surgical procedure performed on a patient and even one wrong  
patient surgery?  With the use of high reliability strategies and the other tools being employed by our hospitals and other health 

care providers we must ask what is missing, what can we do differently?” 
 

-Op-Ed by Lisa Freeman, Executive Director 
Connecticut Center for Patient Safety 

Prescription drug costs are out of control and people are starting to notice.  

 The latest Kaiser Family Foundation tracking poll found that 77% of people believe that prescription 
drugs costs are “unreasonable” up from 72% a year ago 

 A Politico – Harvard poll found 70% of those surveyed blamed prescription drug companies for the high 
cost of health care 

 A survey conducted by the Physicians Foundation found that 59% of the public feel that the cost of        
prescription drugs is the main reason that health care costs are continuing to rise 
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the 2017 Obamacare  
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