February 17, 2017

Health care programs we all count on are under attack at the federal and state levels!
The future of the Affordable Care Act, HUSKY, Medicare and women’s health programs are all at
stake. Not to mention the state budget challenges, which will affect health care programs.

WE’D LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU.
Please click the red button to update your contact information and answer a quick survey.
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Congress in Recess: Tell Them YOUR Health Care Story
Starting on February 18, Congress will be in recess for a week. Connecticut’s five U.S. Representatives and
two U.S. Senators will be back in state and hitting the road to talk with constituents.
As we receive event updates, we will update the blog.

Another Victory for Connecticut Consumers: Anthem-Cigna Merger Blocked
In a victory for Connecticut consumers, the proposed Anthem-Cigna mega-merger has been blocked by U.S.
District Judge Amy Jackson Berman. This decision follows by just a few weeks the ruling of another federal
judge to block the proposed Aetna-Humana merger.
Read the UHCF press statement about the Anthem-Cigna merger here.

Aetna, Humana Call Off $37 Billion Deal
“Aetna has ended its 19-month effort to buy Humana Inc., ruling out an appeal of a federal court decision
striking down the $37 billion health insurance deal as anticompetitive.
The two companies said Tuesday the decision was mutual.”
Aetna decides not to appeal the court decision striking down their anti-competitive merger. Now they
must pay $1billion to Humana - your Aetna premium dollars at work!
Read the UHCF press statement about the Aetna-Humana merger here.

Lawyers and bankers reap $1.5 billion from failed health insurance mergers
Speaking of premium dollars, Aetna, Anthem, Cigna and Humana cumulatively spent about $1.5 billion on
legal and financial fees since their proposed mergers were announced. Even though the mergers were
blocked by the courts, that money has already gone into the pockets of lawyers, investment bankers and
high-priced consultants.
“Those massive health insurance mergers may be dead, but the lawyers and investment bankers who
worked feverishly to get the deals approved still walked away with big paychecks.
Why it matters: The big spending creates problems for consumers and investors. Consumers are paying for it
through their insurance premiums, which continue to rise faster than general inflation.”
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