March 3, 2017

Health care programs we all count on are under attack at the federal and state levels!
The future of the Affordable Care Act, HUSKY, Medicare and women’s health programs are all at
stake. Not to mention the state budget challenges, which will affect health care programs.
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Medicaid facing threats (again) in the Governor’s Budget
When Governor Malloy released his budget for fiscal years 2017-2019, his proposals had cuts to health care
and Medicaid/HUSKY. It’s no secret that the state budget has a deficit of over $1.5 billion dollars next fiscal
year, and the Governor’s Budget proposed a lot of cuts and reductions in services.

Report from DC: 700 Advocates come together for Families USA Health Action 2017
In this critical time for health care, it was inspiring to gather with almost 700 health advocates from all across
the country. Most importantly, we were all reminded what’s at stake for everyone as changes are proposed
to our health care system — especially those changes that may make health insurance coverage less
accessible and more expensive.

Anthem-Cigna Merger: With Ties to Donald Trump, Mike Pence and
Jeff Sessions, Insurance Giant Hopes to Revive Blocked Deal
“Corporate influence peddling and revolving doors: Despite rejection by the courts and lawsuits filed by
Cigna and Anthem against each other, the Anthem-Cigna mega-merger isn’t dead yet.
Anthem points specifically to “now Vice President Pence” who was a big fan of the merger when he was
governor of Indiana, where Anthem is headquartered.

Trump lays out five principles for replacing Obamacare in his first speech to Congress
President Trump didn’t repeat his promise to deliver a “terrific” replacement for Obamacare within days
Tuesday evening.
But the president did outline a series of “principles” that he said Congress should follow as it repeals the
Affordable Care Act and develops an alternative.
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